A 15-year-old girl with an expansively growing tumour.
Often decisions have to be made in acute situations, when there is no time for discussion. The decision may have extreme consequences for the patient. The case is reported of a girl aged 15 years with an expansively growing tumour of the uterus. An intra-abdominal haemorrhage was caused by a ruptured vascular connection. The aggressive behaviour of the tumour aroused suspicion of malignancy. At emergency laparotomy the tumour was enucleated from the uterus. Uterus and adnexa were preserved. The next problem in decision-making was the doubt concerning the pathological diagnosis: benign cellular leiomyoma or low-grade leiomyosarcoma. Now, 5 years after the laparotomy, there are no signs of recurrence. The problems concerning the diagnoses of 'leiomyoma' and 'leiomyosarcoma' are briefly reviewed.